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January 17, 1883
ANNOUYCEMENT
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Foreign Medical Graduate Examination in the Medical Sciences

The Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates
(ECFMG) and the National Board of Medical Examiners (NBME) announced today
that a new examination is being developed to replace both the present ECFMG
medicine examination and the Visa Qualifying Examination (VQE). The new two-
day Foreign Medical Graduate E ination in the Medical Sciences, designed to
assess the knowledge of all graduates of foreign medical schools in the basic and

ini dical seci will be admini. d for the first time in July 1984.

Passing the new examination will enable all graduates of foreign
medical schools to meet the dical sci ination requirement for
ECFMG certification. Such certification is required of both alien and U.S.
citizen graduates of foreign medical schools to enter into residency or fellowship
programs accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical
Education (ACGME).

Passing the new examination will also enable alien graduates of
foreign medical schools to meet the medical science examination requirement
to obtain a visa under the provisions of Public Law 94-484. The 1976
amendments to the Immigration and Nationality Act call for most alien
physicians who wish to enter the United States to provide medical services, or
to participate as trainees in programs of graduate medical education or training,
to pass Part I and Part I of the NBME examination, or an equivalent
examination as determined by the Secretary of Health and Human Services
(HHS), The Secretary of HHS has recognized "the Foreign Medical Graduate
Examination in the Medical Sei as i to the } Board of
Medical Examiners' Part 1 and Il examinations for purposes of Public Law 94-
484."

The two-day Foreign Medical Graduate Examination in the Medical
Sciences will consist of a cne-day test in the basic medical sciences and a one-
day test in the clinical sciences. It will contain approximately equal numbers
of questions in each discipline in the basic sciences and a similar distribution of
questions per discipline in the clinical sciences. The questions will be selected
from the pool of test items maintained by the National Board of Medical
Examiners for Part I and Part II of the NBME examination. The standards for
passing each test in the new examination will be derived from the standards
required to pass the NBME Part I and Part Il examinations. Examinees will be
required to achieve a passing score on each component in order to pass the
examination.

Individuals may apply to take the basic science test after they have
completed at least two years in attendance at & medical school listed in the

. current edition of the World Directory of Medical Schools. Individuals may apply

to take the clinical science test only after they have completed the full
curriculum in such a8 medical school. Any individual who applies to. take the new

ination after ion of the full medical school curriculum will be
eligible to take the basic science and clinical science tests either at a single
administration or at separate administrations.

Beginning in July 1984, the new two-day examination will be given
world-wide twice each year in most centers where the present ECFMG
examination is administered.

The current one-day ECFMG medicine examination will be admin-
istered in January and July 1983 and for the last time in January 1984. The
current two-day Visa Qualifying Examination will be administered for the last
time in September 1883 and the Secretary of HHS has affirmed that the VQE
will retain its current equivalency status for purposes of Public Law 94-484

hrough that final ation.

ECFMG will continue to administer the ECFMG English test with
each administration of the new Foreign Medical Graduate Examination in the
Medical Sciences.

Additional information, Including registration policies and proce-
dures for the new l will be published by ECFMG in an Information
Booklet which will be avaflable later this year.
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